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abstract

Under the influence of postmodernism in the 1980s, Taiwanese modern poetry has gone
through a unique and unprecedented transformation. Some poets are devoted to the
so-call“experiments”of creating new styles, and some just dabble in it. With the efforts of
both dedicators and dabblers, creating new styles experimentally has become an unstoppable
trend. However, this kind of bold and striking experiments polarize opinions and are always
labeled as formalism. Although some relevant works have tried to approve the diligence and
efforts of those poets , poetry of this kind sometimes has still been degraded as careless work
that is just for fun. Is it true that works with experimental styles are always playful work? Is
there any way to use creative styles but at the same time still keep the essences of poetry? The
current article select poetry books by important poets, and representative anthologies and
poetry journals in the 1980s. In addition to works of formalism that have already triggered
heated discussion, this article also examines works that have not been explored thoroughly in
order to accentuate the combination of styles and contents and its unique artistic value.
Through observation and analysis, this article has concluded that there are four types of
formalistic works in the 1980s. The first type emphasizes the general forms and structures. Its
aim is to imitate and borrow subjects and writing styles, and also to interpret or mock certain
features of those subjects and styles. The second type applies formalistic techniques in part to
enhance the dynamic and spatial feeling as some kind of decoration that makes poems natural
and interesting. In the third type, the use of non-verbal symbols and the design of font are
similar to the skills used in the print media, and the aim is to show the dramatic effects from
those symbols and font. In the last type of works, two or more than two types of sounds are
expressed through the arrangement of formalistic structures. Through the arrangement,
readers can feel the contradictory yet harmonious poetic atmosphere.

Key words: Formalism, Defamiliarization, Postmodernism, Avant-garde
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